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NO FRUIT NO ROOT.

Snapshots of Faith and Works
   •  Begins with a very specific question: is faith that doesn’t translate into action actually  
       real faith? 

   •  Objection: Faith can be real if it doesn’t translate into action – 2:14-16
       14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  
       Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily  
       food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving  
      them the things needed for the body, what good is that?

        -  ‘that faith.’ What kind of faith? A mental-assent-only non-transformative ‘faith.’ 

Q:  What sort of action demonstrates genuine faith? 

A:  Meeting basic needs so that people are open to the Gospel, our greatest need. 
      Christian charity never stops at just food or clothes. If it does, it is not Christian  
      charity. Food and clothes are to both demonstrate the nature of God and open the door  
      to the Gospel. The best humanitarian work without the Gospel only temporarily sustains  
      people on their way to hell.  

      -  ‘what good is that?’ – 2:16
      -  Rebuttal: Faith without works is dead – 2:17  
          So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
      -  Faith in a God of redemptive action will translate into redemptive action because faith 
         in such a God is transformative. 

  •  Objection: Some have faith and others have works! – 2:18  
       But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from  
       your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

“You [the false believer of the illustration] say that you have faith; and I have works. But you 
cannot show me your faith because you do not have works; I, on the other hand, can show 
you my faith by my works.”1

    -  Rebuttal 1: Prove the impossible. If faith always produces works then try and prove the  
        realness of your faith without the evidence of works – 2:18

     -  Rebuttal 2: Demons have correct theology but they’re still going to hell – 2:19  
        You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

     -  Set up for the next argument – 2:20  
         Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?

JAMES 2:14-26

     -  Rebuttal 3: Abraham: Israel’s most famous patriarch. Father of Israel was demonstrated  
        to be righteous by his obedience – 2:21-24  
        Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the  
        altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed  
        by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it  
        was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see  
        that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.

Paul and James on faith and justification:
1)  Paul and James are combating different problems. Paul is countering a Jewish tendency to 
      rely on obedience to the Law for salvation. James is combating an attitude that mutated  
      faith into mere verbal/intellectual profession. Paul combats an over-emphasis on works  
      where James combats an under-emphasis on works. 

2)  Different contexts in which James and Paul speak of “works.” Paul speaks of works that  
      precede salvation and James speaks of works that follow salvation.

3)  The term justification may mean different things for James and Paul. Paul uses the term to  
      describe the dynamic activity by which the sinner is graciously given a new status. For  
      James, it is a verdict based on the fact. A person is declared righteous because there is  
      evidence of righteousness. 

Genesis 15:6 
And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 22:1-14 (many years later) Abraham’s obedience demonstrated his faith. 

     -  Rebuttal 4: Rahab: Former Canaanite prostitute. Demonstrated to be righteous by her 
         works – 2:25  
         And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she  
         received the messengers and sent them out by another way?

     -  Rahab went against her own culture because culture is not the final authority. 

  •  Conclusion: No fruit no root – 2:26  
       For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 

James resists any kind of Christianity that drifts into an action-less orthodoxy. Correct belief 
and corresponding behavior are inseparable. One does not exist without the other. Where 
works are absent, true Christian belief does not exist. 
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