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JESUS GIVES LIFE AND LIGHT ON LIFE.
John 1:1-13
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light 
of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  9 The true light that gives 
light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, 
to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—    
13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God.

Overview of the Gospel of John:

     •  Written by the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 13:23). 

     •  Purpose: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which  
         are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe  
         that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life  
         in his name.” John 20:30–31. 

     •  Jesus’ miracles are signposts to lead the reader to believe in Jesus. 

     •  Received the most criticism of any of the Gospels because of its presentation of  
         Jesus. 

Reasons why Jesus gives life and light on life:

     •  Jesus is the Logos – 1:1-3

 - “The concept of the ‘word,’ prominent in Greek philosophy since Heraclitus 
     and important to the Stoic philosophers, dominates the prologue of John’s 
     Gospel.” – Harper’s Bible Dictionary1 

 -  Greco-Roman understanding of logos: impersonal principle that gave order 
     to the universe. A person’s value depended on how much reasoning ability 
     they had. 

 -  John uses logos to show that purpose is found in Jesus not outside Him 
    brilliance, purpose, and value is found within Jesus trumps is superior to 
    reason that orders the universe.

     •  Jesus triumphs over darkness – 1:4-5

john 1:1-13

     •  Jesus’ life and message are not random: John the Baptist prepared the way for 
         Jesus – 1:6-8

     •  Jesus experienced rejection from His own – 1:9-11

     •  Jesus opens the door to the rejected: all who believe in Him – 1:12-13

 -  A relationship with God = children of God – 1:12

 A relationship with God does not come from:

      a)  Ethnic or racial heritage – 1:13

      b)  Human effort – 1:13

 A relationship with God comes from the supernatural work of God received  
 by faith – 1:13

1 P.J. Achtemeier, Harper’s Bible Dictionary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985), 498. 


