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TEMPTATION IS THE DESIRE FOR THINGS OFF LIMIT OR 
GOOD THINGS OUT OF SEASON.

Truths to remember when tempted:

•  Enduring temptations and trials = Winning – 1:12

    Q:  What is the motivation?
    A:  Love for God (1:12b). 

•  God is not the source of temptation – 1:13

    -  Sin has never and will never appeal to God – “…God cannot be tempted with 
       evil” (1:13).

    -  God will test us but never tempt us (1:13).

•  Temptation is not a sin; caving to temptation is sin – 1:14-15

    -  Temptation doesn’t mean you’re unsaved; it proves you’re alive – 1:14

•  Temptation comes from within – 1:14

Richard Baxter, “It is evident that you are your own destroyers, in that you are so 
ready to entertain any temptation almost that is offered to you” – Call to the 
Unconverted. 

    -  Do not ‘trust your heart’ because it will betray you – Jeremiah 17:9;  
       Matthew 15:19-20

    -  Sometimes we say, “I want that/this!” and we are willing to do anything in  
       order to get it. Yet, how do we know our desires are for what is good, righteous,  
       and healthy? What guarantees do we have that our “Internal Wanter” is  
       functioning properly? Just because we “want” something doesn’t mean it’s  
       what we need. Culture tells us, “Do what makes you happy.” What if hurting  
       people, stealing, arson, and gossip “make us happy?” Our heart can deceive us. 

    -  If we are actually sinners then we must look beyond our natural desires and  
       beyond ourselves for what we should desire. 

JAMES 1:12-18

•  If allowed to roam free, temptations will destroy you – 1:15
    -  Lust: broken marriages.
    -  Anger: fractured relationships.
    -  Gluttony: damaged health. 
    -  Pride: hated and avoided by others. 
    -  Greed: eventual loneliness.
    -  Bitterness/Unforgiveness: No joy. Always boiling under the surface.
    -  Fear: Incapacitated and isolated.  
 
•  Do not be deceived by the false promises of temptations – 1:16

•  God is the giver of all good things to be enjoyed in season – 1:17

•  Overcoming temptation is supernatural – 1:18

1 Richard Baxter, Call to the Unconverted: The Evangelical Family Library, Volume VI 
  (New York: American Tract Society, 1817), 153.


